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Hansard Thursday, 2 August 2012

Speech by

Hon. John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Instrumental Music Programs, Private Funding
Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and

Employment) (9.46 am): When the LNP came to office and opened the books, we saw a financial position
that had the potential to become a crisis. We saw an unsustainable addiction to spending beyond our
means. Consequently, we have had to make some hard decisions. Such was the extent of the required
action we have had to cease funding to some meritorious programs with noble objectives run by
outstanding Queenslanders. However, unlike the previous government, despite the difficulty of the
situation, we did not just walk away. 

When the decision was made to cease funding to the Fanfare music competition, a number of
Queenslanders were disappointed. Rather than just fold and roll over, as would have happened in the past
under the Labor government, this LNP government with the outstanding support of jazz great James
Morrison put a call out to the business community to help us fund the program. I spoke on Tuesday in this
place about the Newman government’s willingness to explore innovative solutions including partnering with
business. 

I am pleased to inform the House that AEG Ogden, a company with a proud history of supporting
Queensland venues and sporting teams and led by two proud Queenslanders, Harvey Lister—an
Ashgrove boy, Mr Premier—and Rod Pilbeam, has put up its hand. AEG Ogden has committed $150,000
over the next two years to partner with my department to ensure the 2014 Fanfare music competition and
the 2013 MOST program for musical outstanding students will go ahead. With the financial and in kind
support of AEG Ogden, this program will be bigger and better than ever. This is what happens when we
bring together the strengths of government and the private sector in a strong and committed partnership.

We need to move away from the idea that either government pays or it does not happen.
Government cannot and should not be the only source of funds for worthwhile programs. This is an
example of how this government will work hard to achieve the right outcome, not simply throw money at a
bad headline so it will go away. We are committed to building the Queensland economy. The business
community, the vast majority of whom are good corporate citizens, recognises this fact. It recognises that
both parties have things to offer and we are willing to work together to deliver for Queenslanders. 
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